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We now have thirteen kids in Ghana undergoing spine surgery by Dr. Boachie's FOCOS team. 
We are not fully funded, and greatly appreciate contributions - from small gifts to full 
sponsorships of $18,000 per child. Detailed information is available on each patient. 

Tax-deductible donations to JDC’s spine project can be made via www.Rickhodes.org 

Contact us at: EthiopianSpines@gmail.com 
 Thank you! Rick Hodes, MD and the JDC-Ethiopia spine team 
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Abeye is a typical eight year-old first grade boy in many ways. He enjoys running outside and playing with friends at school. Abeye says that 
he and his best friend, Abraham, always have fun together. However, Abeye’s congenital scoliosis has bothered him for over half of his life. 
His 35-degree angled spine will get worse, so he needs growing rod placement and several adjustment procedures in the coming years. Other 
kids tease him sometimes and call him “Gobata” - hunchback. Abeye’s mom is a widow, with five other kids. They live in a mud house and 
sleep on a dirt floor, but he dreams of becoming a pilot.  

Akewak is a 15 year-old boy from Burayu, outside Addis Ababa. He lives in a mud house with his mother who works in a school, his dad, a 
policeman, and his three siblings. Their toilet is outside.  Akewak is in 9th grade and ranks in the top 15% of his class. He loves biology and 
his favorite hobby is reading. He also plays soccer with his best friend, Obo. Akewak has VACTERL syndrome, causing a malformed spine 
with congenital fusions, a missing thumb, and a cardiac defect called PDA. Akewak appreciates his supportive family, and he understands 
how much money they have spent on his care. Dr. Rick discovered complications from Akewak’s first heart surgery in Ethiopia when he was a 
child so Dr. Rick sent him to Denver where he had a successful cardiac repair and his first spine surgery. He now needs a more complicated 
spine operation to compensate for the progressive deformity. Akewak has firm plans to become a doctor.  
 
Beruk is a four year-old boy from Addis Ababa. He lives with his grandmother and seven relatives in a mud house. They’ve dug a hole outside 
for a toilet. Beruk is very excited to be in kindergarten. He wants to learn how to build a big house for his grandmother. He enjoys playing 
soccer with his friends and cheering for Manchester United. When he was 18 months old, his grandmother noticed a bump on his back. It 
continued to grow. Although Beruk has been to many hospitals, he has had no treatment for his congenital scoliosis and neurofibromatosis. 
Recently he has become thinner and has had trouble breathing and keeping up with his friends playing soccer. Beruk needs growing rods, 
with four or five adjustments over the next six to eight years. His grandmother dreams of him becoming a healthy and educated young man.  

Endalew is an 11 year-old boy from rural Gondar with progressive scoliosis. He is always smiling and handing out hugs. He was 3
rd

 in his 
class out of 160, but stopped attending school two yeas ago due to his bad back. He deeply misses learning with his friends. Endalew’s dad 
died when he was young, but his mom and four older siblings have been very supportive. For two years his family has been trying to get him 
spine surgery. They first took him to a doctor near his village and later sent him to live with his oldest brother in the city of Gondar. A doctor in 
Gondar sent Endalew to Rick. Endalew is looking forward to being healthy because it is hard for him to play sports with friends, and he says 
he has lost confidence because of the shape of his back. After getting surgery, Endalew wants to help with farm chores again and return to 
school. He plans to be a doctor. Endalew realizes how fortunate he is to be getting surgery and thinks he should help others with his problem. 
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Kaleab is a 16 year-old boy with progressive scoliosis. He has lost over 1/3 of his lung function. But Kaleab could be the next Steve Jobs. At 
just age 16, he builds and fixes computers. Kaleab walks 50 minutes to school in Addis Ababa where he is in 11

th
 grade. His favorite subject is 

math, which comes easily to him. When not working on computers, he spends time listening to and mixing music as a DJ. He is a big fan of 
Taylor Swift. Kaleab’s parents and younger sister have been very supportive. Kaleab’s uncle who works at a local hospital heard about Dr. 
Rick and told Kaleab to go visit him. Kaleab is excited for surgery because he is embarrassed when people see his crooked back. 

 

Kalkidan is a nine year-old girl with progressive scoliosis from Bale-Goba, 200 miles south of Addis Ababa. She lives with her parents in a 
mud house. Her dad is a guard and her mom is a housewife. She has four older sisters and an older brother who also help care for her. 
Kalkidan walks two miles to get to school and ranks first in her class of 58 kids. She studies hard so that she can become a doctor. Kalkidan 
heard about Dr. Rick from other kids in her village. She is excited for her surgery because her back can make it hard to get to school. She also 
does not like that her family feels bad for her when they see all of the other healthy kids. 

 

Kamil is thirteen and his scoliosis has troubled him for many years. He lives in a mud hut in a village north of Addis Ababa. There is no 
electricity and no latrine – they simply use a field. Kamil and his dad walked two hours and then rode on a bus for another six hours in order to 
see Dr. Rick. One of Kamil’s neighbors in his village was a cancer patient of Dr. Rick and told Kamil that his journey would be worthwhile. 
Kamil is a bit quiet because his primary language is Oromo while most people in Ethiopia speak Amharic. However, it is easy to tell when 
Kamil is exciting or enjoying himself because he has a huge smile. 

 

Kidest was born in Addis Ababa where she started working as a housemaid at seven years old. She had to stop going to school in first grade 
because her family could not support her. Kidest’s mom died when she was young and her dad is a farmer. Kidest is now 20 years old and still 
working as a housemaid. When asked what she does for fun, Kidest mentioned that she mostly cleans but she really wants to go back to 
school. Even though Kidest has had Pott’s Disease (tuberculosis of the spine) for nine years and lost over 25% of her lung capacity, her best 
friend, Kebabo, thinks that Kidest is funny and has a great sense of humor. Kidest went to Black Lion Hospital in Addis Ababa where they 
treated her tuberculosis. However, it was not until a lady on the street saw Kidest and told her to go see Dr. Rick that she had a chance to 
have a straight back and new life. 
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              Kurat   Nebil                           Roza      Wendmeneh               Yordanos 

 

                         

Kurat found Dr. Rick after a 90-minute walk and four-hour bus ride from North Shewa, where she grew up in the village of Denab. She lives in 
a mud hut with her eight siblings and parents. They own chickens, a horse, sheep and a cow. Some of the animals sleep inside with her 
family. Kurat is 17 years old and in 9

th
 grade. She walks one and a half hours to school six days per week and ranks in the top quarter of her 

class. She studies hard because she wants so be a doctor so she can work with other sick people. She enjoys science, but her favorite topic is 
history because she “loves the stories.” Kurat spends her free time walking with her family enjoying the land. Her best friend is her sister, 
Chaltu, who says they are close because she admires Kurat’s honesty. Kurat’s back has been deforming for nine years with progressive 
kyphosis. She saw two doctors that could not help, before another patient referred her to Dr. Rick. Her family sold a sheep and two hens to get 
Kurat to Addis Ababa for care. While she normally gets mad when others make fun of her back, Kurat admits that she actually laughed when 
someone asked if her back was pregnant. 

Nebil is 20 years old and has lived in Addis Ababa with his aunt and two siblings since his parents died. They have a mud home with dirt 
floors. They normally have electricity, but walk outside to use a latrine. Nebil is in 10

th
 grade. His favorite subject is art and also enjoys furniture 

making. Nebil wants to be an engineer. He loves watching his favorite soccer team, Arsenal, but he also spends a lot of his free time reading. 
Nebil’s progressive scoliosis has troubled him for 14 years, and he has lost nearly 2/3 of his lung function. Another spine patient referred him 
to see Dr. Rick.  

Roza is a seven year-old girl living in Gondar. She is an only child who lives with her mother; her dad does not contact them. She lives in a 
mud house and must walk to a shared communal latrine. Roza’s mother works as a waitress in a tea shop. Roza is in the 2nd grade, and 
ranks 6th out of 80 students. English and math are her favorite subjects. She enjoys playing akookooloo (hide-and-seek) with her friends. 
Roza has severe scoliosis, and kids tease her in school. While doing pre-surgical testing for her spine surgery a year ago, Dr. Rick surprisingly 
found that Roza had a hole in her heart (ASD).  Roza was sent to India to have heart surgery and is now ready for spine surgery. Roza’s 
condition has taken an emotional toll on her mother, but Roza tries to be positive. When she grows up she wants to be a doctor to help kids 
like herself. 

Wendmeneh is a five-year-old boy who lives with his mom and sister. His mom supports her family by washing clothes and collecting 
garbage. They live in a one-room mud home without water or a toilet. He says that all 28 of his kindergarten classmates are his best friends. 
His favorite subject is English. His back was bending for several years, without hope, until a woman his mom met at church directed him to Dr. 
Rick. Wendmeneh had surgery for his congenital progressive scoliosis one year ago in Ghana. His rods need adjusting and it is now time for 
another surgery.  

Yordanos is a nine year-old girl living Addis Ababa with her parents and older brother. Her back has bothered her for almost her whole life 
and she has lost over half of her lung function. Yodranos is towards the top of her class in school. She studies hard because she wants to be a 
doctor so she can help other sick kids. Yordanos met Dr. Rick after trying to get help at public hospitals in Addis Ababa for six years. Multiple 
appointments and X-rays were a significant financial burden to her family. Yordanos enjoys helping with chores at her family’s house. She is 
excited to have surgery and be healthy so that she can continue to help around the house and play with her friends.   
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