
We now have 16 new kids in Ghana undergoing spine surgery by Dr. Boachie’s FOCOS team. We are not fully funded and
would greatly appreciate contributions – from small gifts to full sponsorships of $20,000 per child. Detailed information is

available on each patient.
Tax deductible donations to JDC’s spine project can be made via www.RickHodes.org

Contact us at: EthiopianSpines@gmail.com
Thank you! Rick Hodes, MD and the JDC Ethiopia spine team

Tadesse                   Hana       Getacher              Tewodros        Jemilla

Tadesse is a 17-year-old boy from Akaki, just outside Addis Ababa. He lives with his parents; he is the youngest of 6 sibs.  Despite living in a crowded,
small mud house with Tadesse says he is lucky enough to sleep in his own bed. He is attending college, studying biology, and he hopes become a
teacher. Tadesse suffers from scoliosis, which has gotten progressively worse over the past six years. He has lost  45% of his lung function from the
disease. Despite his pulmonary condition, Tadesse loves to play soccer, and his favorite position is midfield. After surgery, he wants to continue his
education. “My family would be glad for any help you can give me,” he says with a smile.

Hana is a 10-year-old girl from Gindu, in the Oromo region of Ethiopia 160 miles from Addis Ababa. She lives with her parents and 4 older sibs in a mud
house on a dirt road. Her dad works in a government agricultural office. The office is 13 miles from the house, and Hana’s father walks the entire way, so
he is away from the house several days at a time. “I miss my dad very much when he’s at work,” says Hana. She wishes she could walk with her father,
but after walking just 2 km., she gets too tired to keep going. Her lung function is only  39% of normal. This is due to her scoliosis, which has affected Hana
for almost all of her short life. It makes it very difficult for her to attend school, where kids tease her for her condition. After surgery, Hana wants to continue
her education and become a doctor.

This is a first for us: Getacher and Tewodros are 13 and 11-year-old brothers from Derba, a town in Oromia about 40 miles from the capital. They live with
their parents and four older sibs in a single room mud house. Neither of their parents currently work. The boys’ father is sick, and blind in one eye, which
caused him to have to quit his job at the local cement factory. Their mother cares for her six children. To make ends meet, the family subsists off the
father’s small pension and an older brother’s income working on a flower farm. Getacher sleeps in a bed next to his father, and Tewodros sleeps with his
mother. The boys are three years apart in school – Getacher is in 7th grade and Tewodros in 4th. Despite their family challenges they have high hopes:
Getacher wants to be a doctor, Tewodros, an engineer. When the brothers aren’t studying they root for opposing soccer teams: Getacher likes Chelsea
while his younger brother supports Manchester United. When they can, they wear their matching denim suits. Both boys have congenital scoliosis. The
condition hasn’t affected others in the family, but as their older brother says, “we are all very worried for them.”

Jemilla is a 17-year-old girl from Addis Ababa. She lives near the city center with her mother. Her father has no contact with the family and her brother
lives alone and works as a construction worker to support Jemila and her mom. Jemila is also interested in the construction business and is studying to
become a building supervisor. As an architecture lover, she is especially drawn to the Anwar Mosque, which dominates the skyline in the Merkato area of
the city. As a devout Muslim, in her free time Jemila enjoys discussing religious thought with her friends, and wishes that people were stricter about religion,
“no matter what they believe.” Jemila suffers from scoliosis, and without corrective surgery, her life is threatened due to respiratory failure. She has
already lost over 1/3 of her lung capacity. When she returns from Ghana, she looks forward to going back to school. The sooner she can get back to
building, the better.
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          Kemal                               Kidist M.       Zewdu        Almaz          Abas

Kemal, 18, is from the very remote area of Bale, over 300 miles from Addis Ababa. He has lived in the Bale Mountains for most of life, sometimes seeing
Western hikers passing by. Kemal grew up hiking himself—as a shepherd he would frequently spend 6 hours each day walking from his village to the
closest town, until he grew tired due to diminished lung capacity. He has suffered from progressive scoliosis for 11 years which has deformed his chest
and almost makes it seem like his head and his body are not connected properly. He has lost 71% of his lung function. The son of observant Moslem
farmers, Kemal went to school until 3rd grade; then worked as a tractor assistant to support his 2 sisters and 10 brothers. (He’s the 4th oldest). Kemal is
both nervous and excited about being in Ghana. He hopes to continue to support his family upon his return.

Kidist M. is a beautiful 22-year-old from Addis Ababa. Both parents live in Chicago, where her father works as a taxi driver. Kidist lives with one older
brother and one younger sister, but has nine siblings in total, ranging from 33 to 15 years of age. Kidist speaks excellent english and is set to graduate in
2016 with a university degree in software engineering.  For 17 years, Kidist’s scoliosis has slowly gotten worse, and she has lost over half of her lung
function from the disease. A devout member of the Ethiopian Orthodox church, in her free time Kidist volunteers in a youth group, and she attends church
often. Her devotion has already paid off: It was in a service that a former patient of Dr. Rick approached her and suggested that she come to clinic.

Zewdu is a 14-year-old boy from Yetijal, a small village in Gojam Province, about 300 kilometers north of Addis Ababa. Zewdu’s 8-person family all live in a
single room mud house, which lies at the center of their small subsistence farm. After school, Zewdu works with his father, digging holes on the farm,
despite the fact that his scoliosis has reduced his lung function by 41%. “It’s hard work,” Zewdu admits. In his free time, Zewdu still plays soccer with his
friends, making soccer balls out of old clothing. After his surgery in Ghana, Zewdu wants to become a doctor.

Almaz is a 15-year-old girl from the Saris neighborhood of Addis Ababa. Her father is a construction worker, her mother works in a coffee factory. She
shares a room with her younger sister, and adds that she’s glad they don’t have to share a bed. A star student, Almaz is ranked fourth in her seventh
grade class of 55 students. Her favorite subject is English; she wants to be a doctor. In her free time, Almaz watches Amharic movies and reading school
books. Previously, Almaz once saw a doctor for her scoliosis, who had instructed her to do more exercise to strengthen her back. With no success,her
family had given up hope until she was stopped on the street when a stranger noticed her bad back and recommended that she visit our clinic.

Abas is a 10-year-old Muslim boy from Lera, a rural town 140 miles south of Addis Ababa. In Lera, Abas’ entire 8-person family squeezed into a one room
sarbet, literally a “grass house,” cooking and sleeping in the same room. A few years ago, Abas and his father moved to Addis, seeking medical care
forAbas’ scoliosis. Abas’ father supports the family selling used clothes on the street, but never made enough to send Abas to a doctor. When a former
spine patient suggested our clinic, Abas saw a physician for the first time. After he returns from Ghana, Abas hopes to continue studying science. He
wants to become an environmentalist and fight pollution.



      Medina      Tulu          Abebu                         Yabsira                          Munira       Kidist W.

Medina is 10-year-old Moslem girl from Addis Ababa. She lives with her 7 sibs and her mother, who is a housewife. Medina’s father is dead, and her
older brother, Usman, supports the family as a machine operator for a construction company. Medina ranks third in her class of 39. When she grows up
she wants to be a pilot for Ethiopian Airlines. For a long time, this would have been impossible due to her scoliosis, which compromised her lung capacity
by 60%. Now, Medina’s family hopes that her upcoming surgery will allow her to get physically strong enough to realize her dream.

Tulu is a 16-year-old boy from Woleta, in the Oromo region. He is the youngest of ten sibs: 7 boys and 3 girls; all  live with their parents in a 2 room mud
house. He is in tenth grade and his favorite subject is geography. Both parents are farmers, growing teff, a grain native to Ethiopia. His rural home has
electricity. The nearest source of water is a neighborhood well, a ten minute walk. Tulu walks a lot. It takes 20 minutes to walk to  school, and in his free time
he enjoys meandering through local green areas with his lifelong friend Befekadu. Tulu suffers from severe congenital scoliosis, the disease has robbed
him of 60% of his lung function. After he returns from surgery in Ghana he wants to continue his education and eventually become a doctor.

Abebu is the 15-year-old daughter of farmers in Gondar. She and her older sister moved to Addis 3 years ago, hoping to get Abebu a better education
and medical care. She is in  5th grade. After school, the sisters work at a small, roadside shop to support themselves. Since moving to Addis, Abebu has
sought help for her scoliosis at various hospitals, to no avail. A former patient recommended Dr. Rick, and Abebu is now in Ghana for lifesaving spine
surgery. Abebu loves studying Amharic and hopes to become a doctor when she’s older.

Yabsira is a 13-year-old boy from Addis Ababa. An orphan and only child, he lives with his aunt and uncle. His uncle supports the family on $2 a day as a
real estate agent. Yabsira is a quiet boy and in his free time enjoys reading; his favorite author is Addis Alemayu. He also nurtures a desire to be a
physicist when he grows up. The family lives in a two-room house made of mud, and Yabsira sleeps in bed with his aunt and uncle. He suffers from
scoliosis, and has lost 41% of his lung capacity. At school, his classmates tease him about his condition. After surgery he wants to continue his 8th grade
education and study science.

Munira, a cute 12-year-old who wears her hear in pig-tails, was a TB spine patient of Dr. Rick’s for about 2 years, doing well. We were allowing her to grow
before needed surgical intervention. Recently her mother carried her into clinic on her back. Munira had fallen out of a chair the week before and had
suddenly lost the ability to move her legs. This was a real emergency: she had fractured a lower thoracic vertebra and was paralyzed from the waist down.
Without immediate corrective surgery, it is likely that Munira will never walk again, much less play tag and hide-and-seek with her two sisters. Munira’s
mother now carries her around on her back because the dad  is mentally ill and cannot support the family. Her mother works as a housemaid, but since
Munira’s accident, so much of her mother’s time has been spent caring for her daughter that she is very worried about how they will make ends meet. If
Munira’s spine can be repaired, the entire family will be able to breath a sigh of relief.

Kidist W. is the 6-year-old daughter of farmers from Butajera, in Southern Ethiopia. She loves playing with friends – favorite games are akookoolu (hide
and seek) and cops and robbers. She also enjoys dancing and eating traditional food on Ethiopian Orthodox holidays – especially Enkutatash, the
Ethiopian New Year in September. Although she’s still too young to attend school, Kidist already aspires to become a spine doctor. She has already had
growing rod surgery in Ghana, and has returned for adjustments and repairs.


